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Largest city in northern Sweden
Residents – 130 000
Average age – 39
Universities – 2
Students – 36 700
Nationalities represented – 130 
Number of businesses – 14 000 
Walking and biking paths – 262 km
Exercise trails – 160 km



OECD The Circular economy in cities and regions

OECD Program 2019-2020

Umeå, Valladolid and Groningen

In Umeå - 120 stakeholders 
participated in the analysis. 

Source: OECD (2020), The Circular Economy in Umeå, 
Sweden, OECD Urban Studies, OECD 
Publishing,Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/4ec5dbcd-en

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1787%2F4ec5dbcd-en&data=04%7C01%7Cliv.oberg%40umea.se%7Ce9d50f7b254449171d8808d89cf1ac12%7C6666873a59e746b0b92e00af0a3633e2%7C0%7C0%7C637431909073830489%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bWF7%2BkD2R0FUCGn9qf6kvfWuGHsSWSzIqm06AWW14uw%3D&reserved=0


Source: OECD (2020), The Circular Economy in Umeå, 
Sweden, OECD Urban Studies, OECD Publishing, 
Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/4ec5dbcd-en

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1787%2F4ec5dbcd-en&data=04%7C01%7Cliv.oberg%40umea.se%7Ce9d50f7b254449171d8808d89cf1ac12%7C6666873a59e746b0b92e00af0a3633e2%7C0%7C0%7C637431909073830489%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bWF7%2BkD2R0FUCGn9qf6kvfWuGHsSWSzIqm06AWW14uw%3D&reserved=0


OECD: Challenges and opportunities for Umeå

• Weak coordination among several 
departments in circular economy-related 
activities.

• Lack of awareness of the circular economy 
among some stakeholders

• Limited data

• Regulatory barriers 

• Lack of financial support for pilot projects

• Lack of physical spaces for experimentation

• Green Public Procurement not fully 
implemented.



OECD: recommendations for Umeå

Source: OECD (2020), The Circular Economy in Umeå, 
Sweden, OECD Urban Studies, OECD Publishing, 
Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787/4ec5dbcd-en

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1787%2F4ec5dbcd-en&data=04%7C01%7Cliv.oberg%40umea.se%7Ce9d50f7b254449171d8808d89cf1ac12%7C6666873a59e746b0b92e00af0a3633e2%7C0%7C0%7C637431909073830489%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bWF7%2BkD2R0FUCGn9qf6kvfWuGHsSWSzIqm06AWW14uw%3D&reserved=0


WE ARE

• Mapping circular initiatives

• Testing and Developping methods for circular procurement

• Collaborating with CEBANS – Circular Economy Business Accelerator 
North Sweden 

• Supporting business initiativ to create a circular shopping mall

• Developping a Strategy for circular economy (2021)

Foster Capacity building in Circular economy and Promote Circular Economy
culture



Thank you!
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